De Lord our Father in the Means, 


A 


S ER M O N, 
| | PREACHED AT THE 
NEW JERUSALEM TEMPLE 


IN 


RED CROSS-STREET, ZAR CRIPPLE¹EGATE, 


LONDON, 
July 26, 1794==38, 
ON THE 
PREFATORY ADDRESS 
L1-N TH-3B | 
LORDs PRAYER, 
*« Our Father in the Heavens.” 


— * tt. 


Br MANOAH SIBLY, N. H. 7 


LONDON: 


PRINTED v R. HINDMARSH, 


Printer to His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales 
No. 15, Oro BKII EI: 
And Sold by the Author, No. 35, Coſwell Street ; ; 
at the TEM TLZ, Red Croſs Street; and; by ati 
Book(ellers in Town and Country. 


I SIE 


n bp coor, 


— ͤ—Zc⸗4 


i 
' 
{ 


- 


£ 


# 


— —— 
- + SERMON I. 


— 


—— — 


Matt. vi. 9. 


Ialep wy 0 ev Toi; ougavorge | 


Our Father in the Heavens. 


| „ U two grand ends of all worſhip 

are the humiliation of the creature, 
and the exaltation of the Creator; for in 
no other ſtate of mind can the Lord flow 
into the ſoul with his own divine pro- 
ceeding to unite the man to himſelf by 
love and faith. The moſt ardent wiſh of 
divine love is to give all his own to the 
creature; but in this (if the expreflion may 
be uſed) God himſelf cannot be gratified, 
except with the man prepared to receive 
him by being emptied of ſelf. will, and 
ſelf· pride; for as the creature is emptied 
of theſe, yea the more debaſed he ſinks 
himſelf in his own eyes, the more he 
exalts the Lord in his affectioos and 
thoughts; and as he exalts the Lord, how- 
„ | A2 over 


(4) 


ever he may depreſs himſelf to hell, the 
Lord elevates proportionably to heaven. 
As a pious means of introducing the 
foul into this ſtate, diveſted of. ſelf-will and 
ſelf-pride, was private and public prayer 
inſtituted by command of heaven; im- 
plying in it's vexy name, that we are de- 
pendent creatures upon the bounty of him 
whole merey we crave, And leſt mankind 
ſhould be deficient to aſk in the fulneſs 
of mercies, what a God has to beſtow, in 
conſequence of their ſhort-ſightedneſs in- 
to the boundleſs compaſſions of the mer- 
ciful Father of all ; or ſhould aſk amiſs 
by reafon of ſeeing things by their own 
falſe lights ; he has not only deigned to. 
give us the manner in which our very 
adoration-of him ought to be framed, but 
aſſo, being over and abqve bountiful, has 
given us a prayer even as to the expreſſions 
_ themſelves, which includes in it every 

| 9 or true deſire that the human mind 
be capable of aſking or conceiving. 

It is true. this fulneſs may not -maniſe!: 
itſelf to the man, who as yet has been 
no farther inſtructed, than into the 


. 

the veil, having entered into the ſpirituał 
ſenſe as revealed now, together with the 
doctrine of correſpondences, in this our 
Lord's ſecond advent; for the fulneſs of 
this prayer, in common with the reſt of 
the word, is of ſuch a nature, that it not 
only is accommodated to men upon earth, 
but likewiſe to every angel in heaven; 
hence ſays the pſalmiſt David, in alluſion 
to the latter, in Pſalm exix. 89, For: 
ever, O Lord, thy word is ſettled in heaven,” 

This prefatory addrefs, Our Father in 
the heavens, contains the whole of the 
firſt article of chriſtian faith. It leads 
our minds to the God we ought to adore;. 
and under what perceptions of mind we 
ought to come into his preſence. | 

Ho panic of which, it will be proper, 


firſt of all, to explain, according to the 


doctrine of the ſacred ſcriptures, the im- 
port of the term FATHER; in an illu- 
minated underſtanding of which es the 
very eſſence of all our religion and wor- 
ſhip. Each of the advents of our Lord 
was made in order to reſtore this know 
tedge amongſt'mankind, loſt to the church 
and the world; in conſequence of the 
night, which, at the time of their end, 
came over the Jewiſh: and Chriſtian diſ- 
penſations; a night wherein darkneſ3 


covered. 


(6) 
covered the earth, and groſs darkneſs the 
people, to ſuch a degree, that when the 
redeemer came naturally, as in his firſt 
advent, and ſpiritually in his ſecond, de- 
claring himſelf firſt to be the Son of God, 
and then from the opening of the inter- 
nal ſenſe. of his holy word, manifeſting, 
that in conſequence of the union of the 
divine and human in his own perſon as 
Jehovah Jeſus, he became the ever- 
laſting Father, the divine proceeding from 
whom, as Father and Son united, is the 


holy ſpirit; thus the one perſonal God, 


in whom is the complete trinity, anſwer- 
ing to the finite trinity of ſoul, body, and 
ſpirit in man, than which there is not a 
more perfect image. I fay, although he 
has thus come ſuperabounding in love 


and light, to the mind willing to forſake 


all his own ſelf-will, and the dazzle of 
his own intelligence; how few compara- 
tively receive the welcome ſound, and 
follow him as their Creator, their Savi- 
our, the all they want in time and to eter- 


nity! . 1 

If we peruſe the ſacred hiſtory of the 
four Evangeliſts, we find our Lord often 
ſpeaking of the Father, by which, with a 
lxtle attention to what is ſaid, and a view of 
the connection in which it is ſpoken, may 
| be 


FT 
be eaſily ſeen, that by the Father is not 


meant any perſon in the godhead ſeparate 
from the Lord, as for want of due exa- 


amination has hitherto been ſuppoſed | 


in the church, before the Lord was 
pleaſed to light up the preſent candle in 
the eſtablithment of the New Jeruſalem 
diſpenſation, wherein it is now allowable 
to bring the rational faculties to the word, 
and to comprehend all the truths therein 
revealed, becauſe they are ſo many mir- 
rors reflecting the Lord's glory from him- 
ſelf to man, and as being revealed, are 
the proper objects of our contemplation. 

In this glory now ſeen from the Lord 
in his word, it may now be known, that 
when the Father is ſpoken of, we are to 
underſtand a ſtate of the divine, and more 
particularly the divine in HIMSELF, and 
thus his very ſelf, as indeed plainly ap- 
| pears from many paſſages of the word, 
particularly in the New Teſtament, a 
few of which I will now lay before you, 
to corroborate the doctrine. 

In the firſt inſtance, it may -appear 


plain from his very conception, that be- 


ing from the divine itſelf, which in the 


word is called the Father, whereupon, 
with propriety, in regard to his divine hu- 
man, he is called the Son of God; and 

| he 
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(8) 
ke alſo ſaid, that God was his Father. 


His divine conception is thus recorded 
in Matthew's Goſpel, chap. i. 20, 25. 
The angel of the Lord appeared unto 'Foſeph 
in a dream, ſaying, Joſeph thou ſon of Da- 
vid, fear not to take unto thee Mary t 

wife, for that which is conceived in her, is 
of the Holy Ghift. And Foſeph knew her 
not, till ſbe had brought forth her firſt-born 
Jon. Luke, in his account of the ſame, 
chap. i. 31, 34, 35. ſays, The angel ſaid 
unto Mary, Behold, thou ſhat conceive in thy 
womb, and bring forth a ſon, and ſhalt call 
his name Feſus ; he ſhall be great, and ſhall 
be called the ſon of the Higheſt. Then Mary 
ſaid unto the angel, How ſhall this be, ſeeing 
I know not a man? And the angel anſwered 
and ſaid unto her, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Higheſt ſhall 
overſhadow thee, wherefore that holy that 


ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son 


of God, This is the evangelical account 
of the conception of the divine human, 
from the eſſential divine, in the virgin's 
womb, whereby God manifeſted himſelf 
in fleſh. The inviſible Jehovah became 
viſible in the perſon of Jeſus Emanuel; 
from whence it is clear, that the Lord 
Jefus Chriſt, even from his very concep- 


tion, was Jehovah God, and from con- 


ception 


4:0 7 


ception to be Jehovah God, is to have 
life in himſelf, as he himſelf declares ; 
that is, his very ſoul and life was what is 
called the Father, | becauſe life itſelf, 
trom whence life lowed to the body, 
which is called the Son of God. It is 
here likewiſe plain, that the human of 
the Lord is called the Son of God; for it 
is ſaid, that the holy, that ſhall be born 
of thee, ſhall be called the Son of God. 
That the Lord by the Father under- 
ſtood the divine in himſelf, thus his own 


' foul, may be al ſo proved from John, chap. 


i. 1, 2, 14: In the beginning was the word, 
and the word waz with God, and Cod was 
the word ; all things were made by him ; 

and without him was not any thing made 
that was made; and the word was made 
| fleſh, and dwelt amengſt us, and we beheld 
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace andiruth. That 
the Lord, by the word here, is to be under- 
ſtood as to the divine human, is very evi- 
dent; for it is ſaid, that the word was 
made fleth, and we ſaw his glory, the 
glory of the only begotten of the Father. 

That the Lord is God equally in regard to 

the human, is alfo evident; for it ſays, 


that the word was with God, and God 


|; Was the Wen Wn. the word Was made 


8 fleſh. 
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fleſh. In this ſame goſpel, chap. v. be- 


ginning at the 17th verſe, our Lord en- 
forces the ſame doctrine, in a divine ad- 
dreſs to the faithleſs and hard-hearted 
Jes, who ſought to ſlay him, becauſe he 
cured the lame man on the ſabbath day. 
Jeſus \anſwered them, My Father worketh 

' hitherto, and I ort. Therefore the Fews 
ſought the more to kill bim, | becauſe he had 
nol only broken the ſabbath, | but ſaid alſo, 
that God was his Father,, making himſelf 
equal tuith Ged. Then anſwered. Feſus, and 
aid unto them, Verily, verily I ſay unto, you, 
the Son can do nothing of . himſelf, but what 
© he | feeth the Father de: far whatſaever 
things he doeth, theſe alſa deeth the Son like- 
wiſe for the Father laveth the Son, and 
© ſheweth him all things that himſelf daeth : 
and he will ſhew him greater. works than 
theſe, that ye may marvel.: for as the Father 
raiſeth up the dead, and quickeneth them ; 
even ſo the Son 'quickeneth whom he will. 
V. 22% He that hanoureth not the Son, Ho- 
noureth not the Father which hath. ſent him. 
V. 25, Verily, verily, I ſay unto. yiu, the 
Hour is coming, and notu is, when the dead 
-. ſhall hear the voice of | the Son of God, and 
vbey that hear ſhall Iiue: for as the Father 
Halb. life in himſelf, even ſo hath. he given to 
ie Son to have life in himſelf. That by 
the 
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the Father hand is ment the divine in the 
* Lord. Which was his life, as the foul-of 
the father is in every man, and that by 
the Son is meant the human, which liued 
from his own divine in himſelf, and from 
thence alſo was made divine, conſe- 


uently, that in Jehovah Jeſus, the Fa- 


ther and the Son are one, as body and 
ſoul, may appear plain to the rational 
- mind, from this paſſage of ſcripture, 
© wherein it is declared, that the Son does 
ſuch things as the Father ; ; that the Son 
" raiſesthe dead, and quickens, as the Fa- 
ther; that the Son has life in himſelf, as 


the Father; and that they ſhould live, who 


| hear the voice of the Son: 


This truth is further 1 %s our 


Lord, in this fame goſpel of John, chap. 
xX. beginning at v. 27, where our Lord 


thus addreſſes the Phariſees, My ſbeep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and 5 folloto 


me, and I give unts them eternal life, and 


they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck 


them out of my hand. My Father which 


gave them me, is greater than ail, and none 


is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand ; 
I and the Father are one. We are then 


told, that the Jews took up ſtones to ſtone 
| him, becauſe he made himfelf God; up- 
on which, v. 36, 5 ſays, Say ye of him, 


whom 


ba * 
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' whom the Father hath ſanSified, and fent 
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into the world, thou blaſphemeſt ; becauſe I 


© ſaid, I am the San of God? If I do not the 


works H my Father, believe me not ; but FA 


Ido, though ye believe nat me, believe t 


works, that ye may know and believe that the 
Father is in me, and J in him. Here the 


Lord, at firſt view, appears to ſpeak of his 
Father, as of another diſtin from him- 


ſelf; as in ſaying, No one can ſnatch the 


ſheep out of my Father's hands; and if 
I do not the works of my Father, believe 


me not: but leſt his thus expreſling him- 


ſelf, ſhould cauſe the nouriſhing of ſuch a 


thought, he immediately adds, that. they 
might not ſuppole, that he withed to 


draw their minds from the ſimple unity 


which ſubſiſted between him and the Fa- 


ther, I and the Father are one; and leſt they 


ſhould {til} imagine, that they were only 


"externally one, in reſpect to attributes 
or perfections, and not as the body and 
ſoul of one perſon, he adds, for ever to 


put the doubt out of the human heart, 


that ye may know and believe that the 


Father is in me, and I in the Father. 


Hence it may appear clear to the ra- 


tional mind, now capable of being opened 


by the Father, means his own very ſelf, 
8 | or 


from the light of the word, that the Lord, 


(613) 
or the divine in himſelf, by conception; 
and that by the Son, whom the Father 
ſent, he underſtood his own human; for 
this was ſent into the world, inaſmuch as 
it was conceived of God the Father, and 
born of the virgin, which may alſo be 
further illuſtrated from this goſpel of 


John, chap. xii. 44, 45, 46, Jeſus cried, 


and ſaid, He that believeth on me, believeth 
not on me, but on him that ſent me ; and he 
that ſeeth me, ſeeth him that ſent me; I am 


come a light into the world, that whoſoever 


believeth on me, ſhould not walk in darkneſs. 

That the Lord here underſtood himlelf 
by the Father, and his own divine human 
by the Son, is evident to-a demonſtration ; 

for he ſays, he that ſeeth me, ſeeth him 
that ſent me; as alſo, he that believeth on 
me, believeth not on me, (that is, not 
only on me) but on him that ſent me; and 
ſtill afterwards aſſerts, I am come a light 


into the world, that whoſoever believeth 


on ME, ſhould not abide in darkneſs. 


It is alſo, becauſe the Father and he are 


one, and the human of the Lord made 
divine, from the divine which was his life 


and foul, that the Evangeliſt tells us, in 


the xiii chapter of the fame goſpel, and 
2 verſe, that Feſus knew that the Father 


had given all things into his hand, and * | 
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(14) 


be woas come from God, and went to God ; by 
which is meant, that all things of the Fa- 
-.ther's were his; to come from the Father, 
and to go to the Father, means to exiſt 
from him, and to be united to him, as the 
ſoul to the body. Hence he further ſays, 
in the goth verſe of this ſame chapter, 
+ He that receiveth me, recerveth him that 
ſent me. This truth is alſo apparent from 
the Iꝗth of this ſame goſpel of John, from 
the 6th. to the L1th.verſes, Feſus ſaith, I 
am the.way, the truth, and the life ; no man 
_. cometh unte the Father, but by me ; if ye had 
| known me, he ſhould have known my Father 
. alſa; and from henceforth ye know him and 
.  bave ſeen him. Philip ſaith unto him, 
Lord, ſhew us the Father, and it ſuſficeth us: 
Fieſus farth unto him, Have I been fo lang 
lime with you, and yet haſt thau not known 
me, Philip? he that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen 
tile Father: and how ſayeſt thou then, ſhew 
us ihe Father ; believeſt thou not that I am 
in the Father, and the Father in me? the 
- . words that I ſpeak. unto you, I ſpeak not of 
. myſelf, but the Father that dwelleth in me, 
He doeth the works ; believe me that I am in 
.. the Father and the Father in me, or elſe be- 
|. eve. me for the very works ſake. In this 
+. paſſage, our Lord manifeſts to every hum- 
+ ble diſciple, that the union ſubliſting be- 
* | tween 


„ 
tween himſelf and the Father, is the ſame 
as ſubſiſts between the ſoul and body ot 


man; yea, that it is of ſuch a cloſe nature, 


that whoſoever feeth him, ſeeth the Fa- 
ther alſo ; and becauſe the union is of ſuch 
an intimate nature, that no one can ap+ 
proach the ſoul of man, but muſt ap- 
proach the man himſelf, therefore he ſays 
in John, chap. xvi. 2,'3, and to, as 
addreſſing the Father, concerning himſelf, 
T hou haſt given him power over all fleſh, to 
give eternal life to as many as thou haſt gi- 
ven him; and this is life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only true God, and Fe- 
Jus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent ; AND ALL 
MINE ARE THINF, AND THINE ARE 
MINE, and I am glorified in them; that is; 
all things of the b 

as all things of a man's ſoul are of himſelf, 
for a man and his ſoul are one, as life and 
the ſubfect of life. 

It is upon this ſame principle, that the 
Lord ſays, that when he hall come to 
judgment, he ſhall come in the glory of 
his Father; and alſo that he declares, at 
the cloſe of Matthew's goſpel, Al poruer 


earth. f . | i 
That by the Son of God, in the word, 


is meant the divine human, which the 
1 Father 


ather's are his, the ſame 


is given into iny hands, in heaven and in 


we 
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Father aſſumed, will be manifeſt from 
Ifaiah's prophecy, chap. ix. 6, For a Bey 
was born to us, a Son was given to us, and 
he ſhall call his name Wonderful, Counſellor, 
Cod, Hero, FATHER OF ETERNITY, 
Prince of peace ; and may be fully corro- 
borated from the ſame prophet, chap. vii. 
14. Behold, a virgin fhall concerve, and 
bring forth a Son, and his name ſhall be cal. 
ird GOD WITH US: where that the 
Lord, in regard to his divine human, is to 
be underſtood by the Boy born, and the Son 
given, is evident to ademonſtration ; and 
that the Lord, as to that divine human, 
is alſo God, and become one with the 
Father, is equally evident; for it ſays, 
that he ſhall be called Gop, Gop witH 
US, and THE FATHER OF ETERNITY. 
Thus, from the glory of the word, we 
may ſee what the term Father means, 
when applied to the Deity; and. that 
when the Lord uſed the expreſſion, he 
meant his own divine, which was the 
ſoul and life of the human, and not any 
other being or eſſence whatever, ſeparate 
or out of himſelf ;* hence the fact is, as 
clearly expreſſed in the Athanaſian creed, 
that the divine and human are not two 
in the Lord, but one, as body and ſoul; 
and becauſe God and man in the Loid 
141 1 | Are 


1 

are not two, but one perſon, and thus 
united as body and ſoul; it follows of 
conſequence, that the divine, which was 
in the Lord from conception, was what 
he called the Father; and that it was the 
human, which came forth from the eſſen- 
tial divine, that he called the Son; con- 
fequently, that in his divine perſon, the 
Father and Son are both concentrated, the 
one and only Lord God of angels and 
men. ONT 

We now come to the ſecond thing ne- 
ceſſary to ſpeak to, in conſidering our 
text ; namely, what may be implied in 
addreſſing the Lord as our Father. 

This, in the firſt inſtance, we may do 
on the conſideration of his being our crea- 
tor ; and when I ſay our creator, I mean 
the creator of all worlds, and every thing 
therein. In this reſpect, we may ſay with 
the prophet Malachi, chap. ii. to, Have 
we not all one Father, has not one God 
created us? To confirm this poſition, that 
this one Father, this one God, the Our 
Father in the text, as our creator, is Je- 
hovah Jeſus, we have to turn again to 
John's goſpel, chap. i. , 3, 4, 14: In the 
beginning was the word ; all things were 
made by him, and withaut- him was net 
any thing made that was made, In him «vas 

| C light, 
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light, and the 11ght was the life of men ; and 
the word was made fleſh, and we beheld his 


Slory. Thus with univerſal ſuffrage, all 


worlds; and all creatures in heayen, earth, 
and hell, may ſay of the Lord and Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt, the manifeſted Jehovah, 
Our Father ; creation being nothing but 
the manifeſtation of the manifeſted Jeho- 
vah. That the angels of heaven glorify 
him as their creator, we may learn from 
the 4th of the Revelations, the laſt verſe, 
where the four and twenty elders are re- 
preſented, as worthiping him that ſat on 
the throne (whom no chriſtian will heſi- 
tate to pronounce to be the Lord, the Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt), ſaying, Thou art wor- 
thy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, 
and power; for. thou haſt created all 
things, and for thy pleaſure they are, and 
were created. | 

n the ſecond place, men and angels 
may further enter into the ſubject, and 
ſay, Our Father, in addreſſing tte Lord 
as their redeemer. That Jehovah himſelf 
was manifeſted in fleſh, to become the 


Saviour, certainly there can be no doubt, 


whilſt we reflect upon ſuch prophetic de- 
clarations as theſe ; Ila. Ixiii. 16, They 
Fehavah art our Father, our Redeemer ; 
thy name is from everlaſting, Iſa. xlv. 21, 
| There 


(49) 
There is nit any Gad brfides me, u juſt Grd 


and a Saviour ; there is none beſides me ; 
and alſo when we are further informed by 
the apoſtle, that it was God that was ma- 
nifeſted in fleſh, and the ſecond Adam 
was the Lord from heaven, Hence when 
we ſay, that it was Jehovah himſelf that 
allumed the human, we mean thereby, 
that the Father, the effential divine, which 
can be but one and 1ndiviſible,, came 
forth into the ultimates of his own crea- 
tion, whereby he united the creature 75 
himſelf, which originally was from himſelf, 
and thereby brought his divine glory into 
full manifeſtation; in performing of 
which, the human Jehovah aſſumed, was 
three and thirty years, and endured a life 
of humiliation in this lower world of our's, 
putting off all the impurities, which 
cleaved thereto, in conſequence of the fall; 

and at the ſame time ſudjugated the nells, 
from whence thoſe evils were excited; for 
indeed one was a neceſſary conſequence. 
of the other ; and when he had fully thus 
glorified the human, and fully ſubjugated 
hell, which finally took place by the pal- 
ſion of the croſs, he ſaid, It is finihed; he 
bowed his head and gave up the ghoſt, as 
to material life, in order to riſe to the life 


of his own divine, which wWas his life and 
| C 2 ſoul, 


( 20 ) 


foul, even from conception, and was never 
alter ſeen by material eyes. Thus he be- 
came the redeemer to men and angels, 
and they may ſay now, with the greateſt 
r under the idea of his redeeming 
ove, Our Father ; and herein all men in 
the univerſe may join, becauſe all equally 
participate of the benefit, which is, in 
cauſing the evil ſpirits to be removed, 
which caſt a cloud and thick darknefs 
over the faculties of man's liberty and 
rationality; whereby his ſree will, that 
principle tipon which he ſtands, equally 
at liberty to chooſe good or evil ; and his 
reaſoning power, that principle in him, 
whereby he can underſtand truth from 
falſe, were reſtored. It is the removal of 
theſe ſpirits, in the ſpiritual world, into 
which every man enters after death, pre- 
venting hereafter their. obſtructing and 
perverting influence to. man's liberty and 
rationality, which, as it affects men and 
angels, is called redemption ; and as it 
reſpects the removal of thoſe evil ſpirits 
themſelves, at the end. of a diſpenſation, 
calting them down by a forcible influx in- 
to their reſpective hells, is called, in the 
word, the judgment; and the laſt time 
there was ſuch a removal, in which con- 
fiſted the Lord's ſecond advent, and 
LY which, 


* 
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which, according to the book of the Re- 
velation, took place before the deſcent of 
the New Jeruſalem, is termed the laſt 
judgment, each and every one being per- 
formed by an incarnate Jehovah alone, 
who will not give his glory to another, 
nor his praiſe to graven images of our own 
deviſing. | 

But in the third place, the church 
above and below may alſo addreſs Jeho- 
vah Jeſus, the divine human, God of 
heaven and earth, as Our Father ; becauſe 
he, in an eſpecial manner, is their regene- 
rator, their illuminator, their all and in 
all; he being the only fountain of life 
and. light whatever, being all derived ſolely 
from him: the holy ſpirit, the internal illu- 
minator ; and the word of truth, the exter- 
nal il|uminator, which are continually ope- 
rating for our redemption, being nothin 
but the divine, proceeding from his glori fied 


body, in which the fulneſs of the deity 


is contained, for he tells us peremptorily, 
in John, chap. xv. 5, Mithout me ye can da 
nothing. 
That the ſpirit, which regenerates man, 
is nothing but the divine, proceeding from 
the glorified human, the perſon of G 
and man united, will be evident, from it's 
being ſaid, before the union fully took 
15 place 


— 


1 

piace bt tween the divine and the human, 
in John, chap. vii. 39, That the Holy 
Gh:/ft was not yet, becauſe Feſus toas not yet 
glorified; and alſo from his ſayipg, in 
John, chap. xvi. 7, If I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you. By his 
going away, he meant the aſcending of 
the human to the divine, from whence he 
came, to become infeparably ohe there- 
with; therefore he immediately adds, /f / g9 
away, I will fend him (the Cimforter ) unto 
you 3 and when he is come, he ſhall reprove 
the world of fin, of righteoufheſs, and of 
judgment ; ef fin, becauſe they believe not on 
me ; and ver. 14, / hen the fpirit of truth 
is come, he ſhall guide you into all truth: 

We may now come to this folid con- 
cluſion, that the Our Father, to whom we 
are directed to addreſs our ſupplications, 
is the Lord the Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; he 
alone, with any propriety, being to be 
called our Father. It becometh us to 
make an eſpecial diſtinction in our ideas, 
between our Father, as creatures, and the 
Father of the human in the Lord; the hu- 
man of the Lord being the only- begotten 
Son of the Father, becauſe THE ONLY 
that proceeded from the eſſential divine, 
and from whence it proceeded in firſt prin- 
ciples from all eternity, although it was 


( 23) 

not in the laſt, till maniſeſted in time. Tt 
is in alluſion to the divine human, being 
with the effential divine in firſt principles 
from all eternity, which afterwards was 
manifeſted in it's fulneſs in time, that our 
Lord thus addreſſes the Father, wh ilft go- 
ing through his pruceſs of glorification, 
John, chap, xvii. 5, Father, glorify thou 
me with thine own ſelf, with the glary which 
I had with thee before the world was. 
There was a Father and a Son from all 
eternity, but not ſeparate as to perſons ; 
the Father was the foul of the deity, and 
the Son the body; but until the incarna- 
tion, this hody was only in it's firſt prin- 
oiples, when it came forth in all it's ful- 
neſs, applicable to our fallen eſtate. When 
man was no longer able to aſcend to God, 
God deſcends to man; ſuch is the unal- 
terable love of his heart, to make all his 

creatures happy. | 
Hence we may ſee the reaſon why the 
human addreſſed the divine, as his Father 
and that a diſtinction is to be taken be- 
tween his Father and our Father. For 
whilſt we conſider the effential divine as 
the Father of the divine human, becaufe 
it is the proceeding manifeſtation and co- 
vering of the eſſential divine, whom no 
mortal has ſeen at any time, and * 
| tne 
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the Son has manifeſted, ſo we have to eye 
the divine human alone as our Father, for 


all creatures which exiſt and ſubſiſt, exiſt 


and ſubſiſt therefrom ; for although in 
reſpect to the eſſential divine, the divine 
human is the beginning of the creation of 
God, being the firſt manifeſtation of deity ; 
yet in refoea to men and angels, and all 
things in the univerſe, the divine human 
is properly and truly the creator of all. 
The divine effential glory of the effen- 
tial Father is too bright, too pure, to enter 
into any creature, unleſs tempered accord- 
ing to the ſtate of the recipient veſſel. 
Therefore, as from the eſſential divine 
nothing exiſts but the divine human; ſo 
from the divine human, in whom is the 
eſſential divine, exiſt all things that are. 
Therefore it is proper, when we addreſs 
our object of worſhip in this prayer, or 
according thereto, that our eye be fixed on 
the Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the 
viſible God of heaven and earth, in whom 
dwells the inviſible as a foul in a body; for 
by thus approaching the Son, according 
to our Lord's own declaration, we ap- 
proach the Father alſo. Such a prayer will 
be efficacious for the purpoſes we aſk, fo 
far as our will is ſwallowed up in the di- 
vine will: whilſt, if prayer is directed 

BZ obs | to 
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to an unknown objec, or to an indeter. 
minate one, it ſcatters with our ; ſights 
and r never reaches heaven, 


Where they all in one voice acknowled 
the Lord and Saviour eſus Chriſt to 15 
their God and their Father alone; who 
alſq, 1 ſeaſonable AN 7 fa- 
voure with. a beauti e glor 
of the divine.huraan, (for 12 he of = 
eflential divine can never be feen by any 
anne, whereby; they are fully con- 
ed, ihat they are in the Lords myſti- 
ello, in Which conſiſts all their | 
.happineſs ;, which brings: me to 
peak a few words to the | 
Third and laſt thing to notice in our 
text, namely, that this Our Father is in 
. . I. read it ſo, becauſe 
is the moſt literal tranflation from 
—.— The ner of it i being ſaid, 
vens, in the p ural number, appears 
from our Lord's , ——— declaration, which 
he made toſhis diſciples, John, c chap. XIV. 
. du my Father's houſe ate. MANY MAN 
nor, and alfo from Paul, who tells us 
ys that he was caught up to the 
5 heaven. 
1 The 2 has reference to the di- 
| as flowing from bur Fa- 
ther, ning all the heavens; and 
when we — 2 himſelf, in a form 
truly 


| ( 26 ) 
truly human, and that whatever proceeds 
tr himſelf,” has a tendency to produce 
that form; when we conſider, that the 
angels, as to themſelves, are nothing either 
good or true, that they momentarily re- 
ceive all their ſupplies of life, love, and 
wiſdom; from the Lord alone, the God- 
man their Father; how plain, with a ſpi- 
ritual eye, to behold a heavenly luſtre in 
the ex preſſion, Oux FarHER IN THE 
HEAVENS ; becauſe it is alone by poſſeſ- 
ſing a capacity for receiving life from him 
as their Father, that the angels abide in 
him, and he in them; and whereby the 
make up a part of his bod | © 
The Fobtin mind has alſo it's heavens, 
and this according to the form of it's con- 
ſtitution by creation, every man indivi- 
dually being but a pattern of the whole, and 
the whole of man. The heavens in 
man, is the internal part, wherein the 
Lord flows in with life divine, to ſupport 
him in liberty and rationality; which 
heavens come forth into their full mani- 
feſtation, with all their blifsful peace, if 
the man follows conſcientiouſly the 
and the true, which the Lord, by his con- 
tinual preſence in the heavens, is inſpiring * 
him with; without which, he cannot be 
 capacitatedto enter finally into the heavens 


. 
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( 27 ) 
above. Hence, when we ſay, Our Father 
in the heavens, it is an acknowledgment 
that his divine proceeding conſtitutes the 
heavens above; that all bleſſedneſſes flow 
from him; that he is both the heat of love, 
and the light of wiſdom. It alſo implies a 
full acknowledgment, that the Lord has 
the inmoſt ſeat in our ſouls; that ne is 
ever preſent with us; that his omni ſcient 
eye pervades all our frame, from the in- 
moſt delights to the very ultĩ mates of our 
actions; that his deſign in creating us 
is, that he may have an habitation in our 
breaſt, and that we may thus enjoy the 
particular heaven flowing from himſelf, 
which he has provided for all that love 
him and obey his commandments. 
No to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
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is the Lord.? being three Sermons — pe the N 
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| of the New, Church, ogcaſioned by reading Dr. N 
W s Letters, | 
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a Git err 
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4. The Order of Worthip of the Society of the New 
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